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Foreword
Dear Computational Engineering fuksi,
This guide has been put together for you to introduce you to student life in Otaniemi, the
Teekkari culture, your studies and some of the key people who will be guiding you through
your fuksi year.
It is worth reading this guide carefully, as it contains useful and practical information about
starting your studies at Aalto University, as well as moving to Otaniemi and will ensure that
you get things off to a good start.
Within these pages, you will find out more about the Guild of Civil Engineers to which the
Computational Engineering Bachelor programme belongs, Aalto University’s Student Union (AYY) as well as some other organisations operating in Otaniemi.
Don’t worry if you are not able to remember everything from within these pages, there will
be plenty of information given to you in the autumn and you can always refer back to this
guide at a later time. Enjoy the read!
IK - Rakennusinsinöörikilta
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Fuksi Captains
Dear Computational Engineering fuksi,
Huge congratulations on your successful application to
Aalto University and welcome to the Guild of Civil Engineerings! Our guild receives fuksis that study Energy
and Environmental Engineering (Finnish degree programme) and Computational Engineering (English degree programme).
We are Fanni and Sampo - Fuksi Captains of the Guild
of Civil Engineers, in Finnish Rakennusinsinöörikilta shortly (more used name) Raksa. Just to be clear, fuksi means
first-year technical student, and you are one of the fuksis. But about us, Fuksi Captains, Sampo is from Helsinki
and Fanni is from Kangasala which is 160km north from
Helsinki. Nowadays we both live in Teekkarikylä, actually in the same building, there’s just half floor between us.
We both just started our third year of studies.
You’re about to have a big change in your life. Take a
minute to think about that, what do you want from your
life and especially from upcoming year. We encourage
you to be openminded and we hope that you’ll find lots
of friends and your own place in Aalto-community.
Because of the korona pandemia, circumstances might
change quickly and it’s impossible to foretell what will
be the situation in autumn. Despite all of this, we’ll do our
best so that you’ll have an unforgettable autumn. Nonetheless we hope that you’d follow updated information
from guild’s and university’s communicational channels.
As your captains, our job is to familiarize you to life in
university and teach you teekkari culture. Our goal is
to make your class communal and raise so called raksa
spirit among your class. If there’s anything that puzzles
you, come and pull from our sleeves. We’re at your disposal for the first year - from now on. You can send us
message even during summer if you have something on
your mind.
School starts on 30th of August. You have a change to
meet us, other guild members and especially your new
class mates on MAIK-headstart on which is on 22th to
23th of August, more information on p. 47.
You’re very welcome to join there!
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But now, enjoy the rest of your summer!
Expectant regards,

Sampo Sainio
Fuksi Captain

Fanni Mattsson
Fuksi Captain

sampo.sainio@aalto.fi fanni.mattsson@aalto.fi
044 3881154
045 1143451
@samposainio

@fannimaria

Phuxivator
Hello!
First of all I want to congratulate you on your admission
to Aalto University. You have done a wonderful job! My
name is Sara Salminen and I am the Fuksi Captain of
Teknologföreningen, also known as Phuxivator. My main
task is to take care of the fuksis of Teknologföreningen.
Teknologföreningen, TF, is the Swedish speaking student
nation of Aalto University. To become a member of TF
you only need to have an interest for the Swedish language, TF is for everyone despite mothertongue or study
program. I wish you take the chance during the first few
days of Orientation Week to follow your tutors to TF’s
house Urdsgjallar. Feel free to contact me if you want to
know more about Teknologföreningen and what we do,
or come visit me at Urds!
You have a fantastic year waiting for you, the fuksi year
is one of the most memorable ones of your time at Aalto.
Remember to rest and enjoy summer. Many things are
happening right at the start, and I recommend you participate in everything. That way you will be introduced
to the other freshmen and older students. You will also
have to collect freshman points to be able to receive the
Teekkari (technology student) cap if Wappu, provided
that the Major decides to organise it.
I am sure Fanni and Sampo will take great care of you,
but remember that I am always here for you as well.
Make sure to read this guide thoroughly as it contains
valuable information.
See you in autumn!
Kram

Sara Salminen
Phuxivator
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Fuksi Major
Greetings dear student of technology, fuksi,
Congratulations on your admission to Aalto University!
You have completed your entrance exam with distinction and it is time to turn your thoughts to the start of your
fuksi year this coming autumn. I want to wish you a warm welcome to our wonderful Teekkari (Technology Student) community.
My name is Rudolf Nikander, and I am your Fuksi Major. My task, together with the Fuksi Captains and your
tutors (ISOs), is to make your first year at Aalto University unique and unforgettable. I am a member of the
Aalto University Student Union and I manage the Fuksi Committee (commonly known as FTMK), which consists of
all of the Fuksi Captains from the associations that accept new science and engineering students.
Soon you will start a new chapter in your life. Studying at university is much different from high school. Academic freedom gives you the right to decide on your studies and brings plenty of opportunities. However, it
also requires you to take responsibility of you own education. You can decide yourself at what pace you want
to study, but at the end of the day, you are responsible for their progress. It is therefore worth giving thought to
your time management and motivation from the very beginning. In addition to science and technology students
(Teekkaris), there are also arts and business students studying in Otaniemi. The united and multidisciplinary
university, as well as the Aalto community will provide you with a rich and abundant selection of student and
recreational activities to complement your studies. Everyone is sure to find some activity that interests them with
a like-minded group!
The Teekkari culture has a long history and Teekkaris have had a presence throughout Finland over many years,
especially in Otaniemi and Helsinki. Teekkaris have been based in Otaniemi since 1966. Outside of Otaniemi,
Teekkaris are known amongst other things for their pranks (jäynä), tempaus and songs. The tasseled community aims to evoke cheer and joy not only in itself, but also for those around it. The most prized distinction of
a Teekkari is their tasseled cap (Teekkarilakki) which goes back to the year 1893. Teekkaris are known for
cherishing their traditions but not without flexibility. In the end, Teekkari culture is made up of all the crazy and
fun things that Teekaris happen to come up with. The Teekkari community into which you are warmly welcome
is in many ways unique. The Teekkari culture promotes a sense of community and tolerance - Teekkaris accept
everyone exactly as they are and don’t leave anyone behind. The enthusiasm, culture and will to get things
done which characterise the Teekaris, is reflected in their wide range of projects, in which doing things together,
having fun and being open-minded play a big role. I strongly encourage you, dear fuksi, to mould the Teekkari
activities in your own image. Otaniemi is a great place to try all kinds of new and wonderful things!
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Fuksi Major
Fuksi development and upbringing has a long tradition in Otaniemi. My, and above all, your Fuksi Captains’ task, is to help
you begin your student life and guide you through the entire first
year. During your freshman year, you will be collecting fuksi points
from various events and activities, these will earn you your very
own Teekkari cap (Lakki). The fuksi points will introduce you to
the Teekkari culture, our long-standing traditions as well as other
students in Otaniemi, not to mention all the fun memories! The fuksi
year will culminate in the largest and most revered event for us
Teekkaris: Wappu, provided that I decide to organize one for you.

My most important advice for you, future Teekkari, is to encourage you to throw yourselves into the activities with all your
heart. Get to know your Fuksi Captains, tutors, your coursemates and the other residents of Otaniemi. Beside studying,
trying and experiencing new things together and building
friendships are some of the best opportunities our university
can provide you during your time as a student. Your guild, the
Fuksi Committee and countless other people and organisations
create the framework for the activities, but you decide yourself
how you want to shape your time as a student. A once-in-alifetime year awaits you and I recommend that you make the
most of it!
I am in the privileged position of accompanying you and your
fuksi comrades on your journey to becoming Teekkaris. You are
welcome to come and chat with me whenever you wish, I hope
to get to know you too.
Wishing you an unforgettable fuksi year!

Rudolf Nikander
Fuksi Major
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Oltermanni’s Advice
Welcome to Otaniemi and congratulations on your study position at Aalto University! Your life will have a totally new direction
and content when you start your studies. You have to take much more responsibility of yourself, especially if you are moving
away from your parents’ home. The students who start at Aalto are selected so they are congenial in giving you peer support. There are still some uncertainties concerning how the studies are organized in fall 2020, and how much it is possible to
organize contact teaching. I prefer contact teaching and I feel that it is the best way for fuksis. But if the situation is bad, the
remote teaching works as well.
The studies of Computational Engineering are mainly theoretical including very little professional courses, which are mainly
organized in master’s phase. Therefore, it is vital to keep up your motivation and right attitude.
Probably some of you already know, what they you want to do when they you are “grown-ups”. Yet, most of you don’t have
a clear picture of the professions and potentials. The best way to handle this problem is to acquire get summer jobs from the
field. These jobs can open your eyes, and maybe you can at least decide what you don’t want to do. The bachelor programme
have has a lot of voluntary courses. With the help of the selection of By selecting the right course set, you can tailor your
courses set to fit to the your interests and to maintain your motivation.
Some practical instructions are:
•
Think with your own brains, do not believe everything you are told.
•
Study to learn – not to pass courses. Several skills and knowledge might be useful in your future career: most 		
of you will have at least a couple of vacancies jobs with varying contents.
•
Find a study and career path which fits to you.
•
Balance the work (that is studies) and fun.
•
Take part into activities, don’t stay alone. For example guild, hobby and professional clubs have a lot of possi		
bilities.
•
Remember to prioritize: you can not simultaneously study effectively, party, work and exercise world-class 		
sports.
To ensure the access to your dream master programme, the best way The best way to ensure access to your dream master’s
programme is to succeed in your studies. Quick studies and good grades secure the whole freedom of choice. It is worthwhile
to check if your dream master’s programme prefers some minors, like IT studies. Your academic advisor AA should be able to
help you out here. Remember that you can do also courses outside School of Engineering and even outside Aalto.
Once you are in the master’s studies you can concentrate on professional courses. There It is a possibileity to do exchange
studies during master’s or bachelor programme. One possibility is to acquire find a summer job outside Finland.
The working life and its contents are changing quickly. Therefore the ability to stand on your own feet in the varying and
uncertain situations are is a significant skill. Similarly, the lifelong learning and accumulation of know-how are issues, which you
can not avoid. That’s why good learning skills are essential in the future.

I’m the Oltermannu of guild and my role is to act as a bridge between the students, and the
professors and other staff of the school. I take part to in some parties and keep in touch with
the board. You can come to have a chat with me after lectures or pop up in my room at Rakentajanaukio 4.
Regards

Leena
Leena Korkiala-Tanttu
Associate professor Geotechnical Engineering
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Programme Director
Congratulations on your admission and welcome to Aalto University!
We are excited to have you in our Bachelor’s Programme in Science and Technology, designed to respond to
the growing digital transformation of our society and to groundbreaking advances in engineering, automation,
chemical engineering, quantum technology, information sciences, computation, and artificial intelligence.
Our program is fully taught in English, acknowledging the truly international environment of Aalto, bringing our
international faculty closer to students, and opening Aalto’s doors to talented and motivated students from all
over the world.
We are a leading research institute, hosting several top-notch research groups and word-class research infrastructure. Our excellence in research provides also a stimulating education environment where top faculty
teaches what they are passionate about, inspiring students and opening new horizons.
Starting a University degree poses new challenges: you need to be more independent, responsible, and
self-driven. Your new path can also be a highly satisfying experience: in addition to deepening your knowledge
in basic studies, you will obtain the opportunity to think about real-world problems that impact our society, and
come up with your own ideas, solutions, or projects.
We encourage you to stay focused in your studies and to build a solid foundation of mathematics, science, and
technology, which can support you in your future academic endeavors for the rest of your professional career.
On the other hand, keep in mind that technology is progressing at an extremely rapid pace and many of the
technical skills that you will acquire today may not be relevant in five or ten years from now.
To prepare for the unknown future challenges we guide you to approach your studies with a problem-solving
attitude. Foster your curiosity, intellectually challenge your teachers and your peers, and seek for creativeness.
Do not hesitate to pursue your own ideas, start projects with your classmates, and go out of your comfort zone.
The time at Aalto is the time you become a game changer at heart.
Most importantly, have fun! Great things happen when you enjoy what you do and feel good about your choices. As the happiest country in the world, Finland holds great potential in offering you also this momentum.
Yours,

Mikko
Mikko Möttönen
Programme Director
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Chairman’s Greetings

Congratulations and welcome!
As a new Computational engineering student, you belong to the Civil Engineering Guild. Our guild unites students in
geoinformatics and energy, environmental, water and geoengineering.
The Guild is a voluntary association run by a board of 12 people. Together with a group of active guild members, we
will make sure that your integration into the guild is as smooth as possible.
The guild organizes many different events such as parties, excursions, and sports and cultural activities. Even the Covid-19-virus has not stopped our 107-year-old guild from operating. Hopefully as you read this guide, the restrictions
caused by the coronavirus have been lifted and we know what we can do in the fall. We are excited to get you part
of our guild, remotely or in traditional brands!
You can always come and ask help from board’s members, if you have something on your mind. I don’t promise we
would always know everything about everything, but we are here for you. Even if you don’t have any questions, you
can also come and say hi.
Welcome to guild! Let’s make your years of study together unforgettable. Hope to see you at Orientation Week!
In behalf of the Guild of Civil Engineers,

Laura Aalto
Chairman of the Board
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Guild
At this point, you might be wondering what a guild actually
is and what it has to do with you.
In Otaniemi, the term “guild” is a general name for a subject
association. The main purpose of a guild is to bring together
students who are studying in the same field and support them
in their studies. Effectively, the guilds work as a link between
the students and their respective degree programmes as well
as certain companies from the field.
There are a total of 14 guilds/accosiations in Otaniemi, all
working under the Aatlo University Student Union, AYY and
many of them have a long history. Most guilds receive Fuksis
and are also responsible for tutoring them and integrating
them into the Teekkari Culture.

On the left side you can see Fuksi Committee of our
guild which includes: Fuksi Captains, BIG Coordinator and International Affairs Master.
Our focus is on new students and tutors.
Also every fuksi gets a fuksi group, which includes around 10 fuksis and 4-5 BIGs (aka tutors).
You’ll hang with your fuksi group especially on orientation week.
Fuksi group is also a good way to get new friends, and tutors are there to help you to get started in student life.

Also guild’s board members (down) are there to help you, we’re 3rd and 4th class’ students so we really should know
things about Aalto University and Otaniemi :) Don’t hestitate to come and ask anything!
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Board of the Guild of Civil Engineers

CHAIRMAN - LAURA

MASTER OF CORPORATE RELATIONS - RITA

MASTER OF COIN - LASSI

The best about Otaniemi?

The best about Otaniemi?

The best about Otaniemi?

I love the people in Otaniemi. You always bumb into familiar

That you’ll always find good company and some exciting

There is so many friends living close to you so that you can

faces and you can never know where you find yourself next.

events to join!

do anything together for example go for a spontaneous late

About your role:

About your role:

night swim! Teekkarikylä has also a long history and there is

My job is to lead the guild and the board with love and

I take care of the guilds corporate relations and financing.

firm grip.

The job includes a handful of emails, phone calls and meet-

How you execute your role/ free words:

ings.

Welcome to guild and Finland! Enjoy your studies, people

How you execute your role/ free words:

and student culture.

With endless excels and a good spirit. I wish I was a fuksi
again.

always new things to discover.

About your role:
I watch over the guilds funds and budgeting. I make sure that
we don’t go bankrupt.

How you execute your role/ free words:
By planning well ahead and with unfailing math skills in subtraction and addition. / I recommend you enjoy your fuksi
year to the fullest! A warm welcome to you!

SECRETARY AND COMMUNICATIONS OFFICER

MASTER OF EXCURSION - EETU

MASTER OF STUDIES - JANNE

- EINO

The best about Otaniemi?

The best about Otaniemi?

The best about Otaniemi?

Everything is so close! There are only a few reasons to be

The diversity and the community. There are lot of different

Family life in Servin Maijan tie.

elsewhere.

clubs and associations in Otaniemi and it doesn’t take much

About your role:

About your role:

effort to participate in their events.

I’m in charge of communication within the guild, writing

With Rita I am responsible for our guild’s connections to the

About your role:

official notes during board and guild meetings as well as

corporate life. I focus more on organizing the excursions and

Student advocacy and alumni relations. A big part of the job

managing the member registry.

study trips..

is taking part in meetings with university staff.

How you execute your role/ free words:

How you execute your role/ free words:

How you execute your role/ free words:

Under the influence (of caffeine).

With an easygoing attitude. See you on the excursions!

If you are interested in influencing your studies do not hesitate to apply for halloped already in your first year!
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Board of the Guild of Civil Engineers

FUKSI CAPTAIN - FANNI

FUKSI CAPTAIN - SAMPO

MASTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS - MIKKO

The best about Otaniemi?

The best about Otaniemi?

The best about Otaniemi?

This unique community and common vibe! I’ve got so many

When you think that you know something about Otaniemi,

Everything you might need is just around the corner. Ota-

friends and had so many different experiences that I can’t

someone tells you something new. It’s an anarchistic place of

niemi is its own dimension.

even describe! Otaniemi is THE place to be <3

its kind in the middle of Helsinki metropolitan area.

About your role:

About your role:

About your role:

My job is to get to know fuksis and teach them what kind of

Develop and maintain Teekkari culture. Transferring informa-

place Otaniemi is and what is it like to become a teekkari,

tion to new students – to you.

not forgetting to arrange events for fuksis and to have fun

How you execute your role/ free words:

with them!

By drinking coffee at home, mall, guild rooms, school and

How you execute your role/ free words:

other possible and impossible places. Fuksi year is wonderful

I promise to enjoy every second and be present in every sit-

time to try new things and think what you really want. Use it

uation. Enjoy your fuksi year (and student life) and make

well – you have just one!

Taking care of international tutors and students. Together
with the international tutors we make sure that all the exchange get into the student culture and familiarize them with
all that Finland has to offer (pretty much just sauna).

How you execute your role/ free words:
Hydration is key.

the most of it!

HOST - KRISTOFER

HOSTESS - LOTTA

EDITOR-IN-CHIEF - TEEMU

The best about Otaniemi?

The best about Otaniemi?

The best about Otaniemi?

The unique student culture. Once you pass “Teekkarikylä”-

The fact that you can go get milk and the next thing you

THE VIBES

sign, everything becomes completely different.

know is you’re singing karaoke on someone’s balcony at

About your role:
I do everything in my power to fight against the boredom
and exam stress of our dear guild members! This is (hopefully) achieved through organizing events such as sports events,
wine tastings, grand parties and other events.

How you execute your role/ free words:
Keep Lotta busy so that I can take it easy.

3am.

About your role:
I do everything in my power to fight against the boredom

About your role:
My main responsibility is to publish our Guilds magazine
Ruutiset. I also make sure that our Guilds events are doc-

and exam stress of our dear guild members! In practice

umented.

me and Kris prepare the menus, argue, invite people to the

How you execute your role/ free words:

events, argue, and such.

Mainly through sacrificial rituals.

How you execute your role/ free words:
By getting over hyped over every idea, so that your calendars will be filled with the best events!
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Master of International Affairs
There is a large group of international students
stud- ying at Aalto University. There are over
2000 students who are completing their entire
master’s degree in Finland, a further 1000 exchange students come to Aalto each year and
since the autumn of 2018 there are also those
who are studying the bachelor’s degrees offered
in English. Our guild also receives a large number
of international masters and exchange students
each year. Additionally, this Autumn we will be
welcoming the new students from the bachelor’s
programme in Computational Engineering which
is taught in English.
MIKKO
My task as the guild’s Master of International
Affairs is to introduce the new master’s and exchange students, with the help of the international
tutors, to the guild and Teekkari culture, as well as
life in Finland. I also ensure, together with others,
that our communications reach English speaking
students. If you’re interested in the guild’s international sector, let me know! Everyone is welcome to
the guild’s international activities, like helping with
events or tutoring new students.
See you in the orientation week!

Mikko Tiili
Master of International Affairs
mikko.tiili@aalto.fi
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BIG Coordinator
Howdy How !
Congratulations and welcome to Aalto and Otaniemi.
You have made a great choice choosing Aalto.
Now that you have received acceptance for your studies it means there is one thing less to
worry about. It also means that there are a lot of exciting things coming when the studies actually start. You
will get to meet a plenty of new people and learn how
to get your way around new places.
If starting this new adventure sounds too nervy ,worry
not, I, Fanni, the BIG Coordinator of Civil Engineering
Guild and Fuksi Captains Sampo and Fanni (believe
it or not there are two of us with the same name) will
take care of you. Tutors will welcome you starting from
the first day and continue helping you during the whole
first year, showing around the best places to eat, which
courses to choose and how to act like a real student of
engineering. Your tutors have already gathered one
year experience of the student life, but they also still
have vivid memories of the orientation week. You can
recognize these helpers from tutor-shirts so whenever
you are lost or you have something on your mind, don’t
hesitate to ask!
You will get off to a good start on student life in MAIK
head start event. There you can get to know the other
new students and tutors in a relaxed atmosphere.
I hope to see you already there!
Best wishes

Fanni Kaitale,
The BIG Coordinator
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Ruutiset, the highest journalistic achievement since sliced bread.
Ruutiset is the guild magazine of IK that is published four(IIIIIIX) times a year. The
magazine is filled with mainly entertaining content that sometimes is even funny. The
latest and the not so latest editions of Ruutiset can be found on our guilds website
or at the guild room.
The editorial board of Ruutiset is composed of guild members that plan out
the articles and then set out for their top-tier journalistic investigations. You
can join the editorial board as a freshman by applying during the caucus
of the Guild in november or just by asking about it.
Congratulations on the degree place and welcome to the Guild of
Civil Engineers. And if you are wondering where the name Ruutiset
comes from, it roughly translates to Rnews and in light of this
information the jokes in Ruutiset will be 75% renewable by
2021.
– The independent tribune of the Guild of Civil Engineers since 1963 –

Best Regards

Ruudolf Ruutinen
Ruudolf Ruutinen
Editor-in-Chief of Guild’s magazine
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Course Council
Welcome to IK!
Taking part in our guild’s activities is an easy way of getting to know the student culture in Otaniemi. Course
council is a fun first step in becoming a guild active. The council will be chosen on the second week of the first
semester.
Course council consists of 11 members who are chosen by fuksis themselves. Every member of IK starting their
studies this autumn has a right to vote and stand for election. The course council election is a unique tradition
among all the guilds so use your vote (by voting, you’ll also get a fuksi point)!
RILkamat (IK’s own fuksi party), the course badge and yearbook are the annual jobs which the course council
takes care of. In addition, the council can arrange as many events and as much fun as they wish. You will learn
to put together both a sitz menu and a speksi in short a notice. All that can be guaranteed is that your first year
as an IK member will be memorable.
KN’19
Saku, Jaan, Aapo, Juho, Liida, Ramzi, Ruda, Lotta, Iiris, Bai-Bai and Maija
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Aalto University
Student Union
– AYY
Welcome to Aalto University and
its student union, which you also
recognise from the letters AYY!
Here at the Student Union we
strive to ensure that you can
truly experience the best student life in the world at Aalto.
Our wish is that every student
feels good and safe in our student community, and that each
of us gets all the support they
need for the entire duration of
their studies.
You are stepping into a world of
endless opportunities. We urge
you to explore, be curious, innovate, learn, and enjoy your time
at Aalto. Don’t be afraid, even
though finding your own place
and passion can sometimes be
challenging. We are here to help
and support you in all of your
challenges.
Let’s keep in touch!
Imran Shamsul
Board Member (New Students
and International Affairs)

What is AYY?
As a student of Aalto, the Aalto University Student Union (AYY) is
your student union. AYY brings together about 14,000 students
of arts, design, business, and technology. We work to ensure the
well-being of all our members and to develop Aalto’s teaching
and student life.
As a member of AYY, you are entitled to numerous student union
services and student discounts both in the metropolitan area and
throughout Finland. As a student of Aalto, you will also have the
opportunity to participate in activities and events organised by
AYY and the 200 student associations operating within AYY.

AYY in Figures
•
•
•
•
•

14,000 members
200 organisations and associations
40 employees
10 full-time board members
hundreds of volunteers

Communication Channels
You can find comprehensive information about all of AYY’s services
and opportunities at AYY.FI.
Facebook: Aalto-yliopiston ylioppilaskunta - AYY
Instagram: AYY_FI
Twitter: AYY_FI

Hello you, a new member
of Aalto community!
Congratulations on your choice
of study place and welcome to
the Aalto community! In addition
to studies, there is room in the
Aalto community to try out new
things and learn so much more.
Study years are a great opportunity to try out something new
and be inspired.
While you are encouraged to live
your study years to the fullest, it
is important to remember that
the years to come should not
feel heavy, stressful, or endlessly busy. Despite the encouragement, you will not have time to
try everything and you cannot
participate in all events. Many
students are excited and end up
having a little too much on their
plate, be it courses, work, volunteer work or something else. It is
fun to do things together with
your friends, but you should not
compare your grades, social life,
or anything at all to others. It is
your own choice if you want to
get very involved in some projects or maybe invest a little less.
The years in Otaniemi are at
their best when you also have
time to sleep, rest and take care
of yourself.
Tua Videman
Member of AYY Board, Board
Angel of the Guild of Civil Engineers

Services
Student Benefits
As a student, you are entitled to
hundreds of benefits, including
Kela, Matkahuolto and VR discounts, as well as student lunch
discount in student restaurants.
Student discount in public transport in the metropolitan area is
also available to you, as long
as you live in the HSL area and
have updated your student status in your travel card at the HSL
service point. The same travel card also gives you access
to certain university facilities!
Frank is a student service offering student cards and student
discounts throughout Finland.
Frank offers both digital and traditional plastic student cards.
The digital student card Frank
App is an official student ID,
which you can download and activate once you have registered
for attendance at the university
and paid the AYY membership
fee. You can check the prices of
other card options on Frank’s
website. You can also add an
ISIC license to both digital and
plastic student cards. More information about the different
student cards can be found on
Frank’s website at FRANK.FI.

PLEASE NOTE! Once you have
received the (plastic) card,
please remember to pick up the
academic year tag from AYY’s
service point!

Student Housing
AYY owns approximately 2,600
student apartments in Helsinki
and Espoo. We offer a home for
over 3,200 residents. All degree
and exchange students who are
members of AYY have the right
to apply for AYY’s housing. You
can apply for housing as soon
as your admission is confirmed
by the university. First-year students and students moving from
outside the Helsinki metropolitan
area are given priority when allocating housing. You receive an
extra applicant score when you
apply for AYY’s shared apartment queues as a first-year student. To receive the score, you
must apply for housing no later
than July or December, depending on when you start your studies. You can browse and search
for AYY’s apartments through
the Domo system: DOMO.AYY.FI.
As a student, you can also apply
for housing from the Foundation
for Student Housing in the Helsinki Region (HOAS).

Health Care
The health of university students
is taken care of by the Finnish
Student Health Service (FSHS).

As a member of AYY, you are
entitled to general health, oral
health, and mental health services of the FSHS. Most of the
FSHS services are free of charge,
including contacts and general
health appointments, and paid
services are also affordable.
When you register for attendance for the autumn term, the
health care fee is paid as part
of the student union membership
fee. However, the responsibility
for organising student health
care for university students and
collecting the health care fee will
be transferred to Kela on 1 Jan
2021. Therefore, in the spring of
2021, the Student Union will no
longer charge the FSHS fee in
connection with the membership fee. The FSHS will continue
to provide student health care
services and they will be available to those who have paid the
health care fee.
As of 1 Jan 2021, international
exchange students, doctoral students, students in continuing education or tailor-made education will not be covered by the
FSHS student health care. Further information: YTHS.FI.

Associations and
Student Culture
Association activities and events
are an essential part of Aalto’s
student culture. Highlights of the
year include Wappu events, an-

niversaries, Shrove Tuesday celebrations and many other events
starting right from the orientation week. AYY has more than
200 associations that organise
activities ranging from sports to
music and games to other hobbies. New students are more
than welcome to join the associations. You should keep an open
mind for different opportunities
and get to know the associations in the upcoming events!

Advocacy and Interest
Representation
AYY represents students in the
university’s decision-making bodies and promotes the interests
of students in society. Through
the student representatives
elected by AYY, students have
the opportunity to influence the
decisions made at the university. AYY’s highest decision-making body is the Representative
Council, which is elected by vote.
In the elections, all AYY members
can vote and run as candidates.

Other Services
In addition to all this, AYY offers
its members various services and
opportunities ranging from a design calendar and scholarships
to a wide range of volunteer positions. AYY also has numerous
saunas, event venues and recreational facilities that members
can rent. Some facilities are free
of charge.

Guilds of Otaniemi

Fuksi Commitee 202
Teknologföreningen, TF, is the Swedish-speaking and the only student nation at Aalto. Everyone is
welcome to TF despite study programme or language. The only requirement is to be interested to
learn or speak Swedish. Teknologföreningen’s place and own student restaurant are in Urdsgjallar, a
big concrete building next to Dipoli. “Täffä”-members are recognized from their dark red, also known
as technology red, overalls. Phuxivator is Sara.
Maanmittarikilta, The Guild of Surveying Engineers is the association for students in the degree program of Built Environment. MK, established in 1901, is the oldest guild still receiving new students
every year. You can spot the members of the guild by their matte black overalls with a fuchsia colored
sleeve. The MK guildroom, Monttu (it means a gob or a pit), is located at the K1 building. Guild’s
Fuksi Captain is Aku.
The Guild of Architecture was founded in 1908 and is Otaniemi’s third oldest guild. It is home to
students of Architecture, Landscape Architecture and Interior Design, so their members are a mix of
students with either technical or artistic backgrounds. The Guild of Architecture’s overalls are broken
white and they are made of a very easily soiled cotton. The Landscape Architects can be identified by
the self-drawn tree on the left leg, to which a leaf is added every Wappu. The logo on the back of the
overalls is different each year, as it is designed by the fuksis themselves. Guild’s Fuksi Captain is Aimi.
The Guild of Civil Engineers, more commonly known as “Raksa”, is a subject association that was
founded in 1913 and accepts undergraduates studying Energy and Environmental Technology. As
of this year, they are also welcoming Computational Engineering students to their ranks. The association, which was originally named “Engineers’ Club” (IK) is Otaniemi’s third oldest guild that still
accepts fuksis. Before 2013, the guild members majored in Building and Environmental Technology.
Raksa members are easily identified by their builders blue overalls and their legendary chant of
“RAKSA JAKSAA” (“Raksa perseveres!”). Guild’s Fuksi Captains are Fanni and Sampo.
The Guild of Mechanical Engineers was founded in 1915 and is one of Otaniemi’s largest guilds. This
subject association, earlier for students of Mechanical Engineering and Energy Technology and from
2013 for students of Mechanical and Construction Engineering, is part of the School of Engineering,
or ENG. KIK members can be recognized by their cheerful pink overalls, their pink caterpillar tractor
mascot and their jubilant chants of “Yy, kaa, KO, NE!” (“one, two, THREE, FOUR/ MACHINE”). Guild’s
Fuksi Captains are Jenny and Nelli.
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Guilds of Otaniemi
The Guild of Electrical Engineers was founded in 1921 and will soon turn 100. The energetic and
hard-working electrical engineers can be identified by their pure white overalls, the back of which
sports their lightbulb logo. Their overalls are also decorated by a depiction of a telegram on their right
thigh pockets. These overalls can be seen on SIK fuksis from day one, as they are the first guild to
receive their overalls in Otaniemi. SIK’s chant is “Jappadaida, jappadaida, Hei, hyvä SIK!”
Guild’s Fuksi Captains are Emmaleena and Jonna.
The Guild of Physics (Fyysikkokilta aka FK) is a subject association, founded in 1947. It gathers under
one roof, all of Aalto’s Physics and Mathematics and now also Quantum Technology students. Each
FK member later specializes in either physics, mathematics or system sciences, unless they study
Quantum Tech. The guild’s overalls are natural white, and to get the right shade, fuksis dye their
overalls with tea. Guild’s Fuksi Captains are Eero and Pinja.
The Guild of Industrial Engineers (Prodeko) was founded in 1966. Although the guild only has a
small intake, their members are all the more active! Industrial Engineers can be recognised by their
white overalls, which are decorated with rainbows. New fuksis design the overalls from the ground
up and put them for the first time in November at the Sikajuhlat, to which you are also warmly welcome! Guild’s Fuksi Captain is Severi.
Computer Science Guild is a student association founded in 1986. It gathers computer science students as well as the students of a new english bachelor programme Data Science. Computer Science
Guild is one of the largest in Otaniemi. Members of the quild wear shiny black overalls with an unofficial @-logo in the back. Guild’s Fuksi Captain is Heta.
The Guild of Automation and Systems Technology AS brings together students majoring in Automation and Control Engineering, Information Technology as well as Digital Systems and Designs. The
industrious members can be recognised by violet overalls. The left sleeve is black with a white pocket
and that reminds of shared history with TIK and SIK. Guild’s Fuksi Captain is Leia.
Athene, the guild of information networks, is founded by its students in 1999. Despite its small size
and young age, it is full of cheerful students. Athene’s overalls are a forest or “Athena” green. The
overalls’ left sleeve is black as a tribute to when Athena separated from the Computer Science guild
in 1999. The eye of Athene is the official logo which can spotted from the overalls or wherever one
sees Athenians. Guild’s Fuksi Captain is Jaakko.
The Guild of Bioinformation Technology (Inkubio) was founded in 2007 and is thus Otaniemi’s
youngest guild. As the result of a historic spelling mistake, Inkubio’s overalls are a reddish brown,
and they are decorated with white “cow” patches, which guild members sew on themselves, to
commemorate the time when they were part of the Guild of Electrical Engineers. On their backs, they
proudly carry their logo, Maikki, a circuit board in the shape of a cow. Guild’s Fuksi Captain is Essi.
Association of Process Engineering Students gathers Chemical Engineering students in whole Finnish
programme and also in English bachelor programme. In 2012 founded PT is the youngest student
association in Otaniemi. PT’s overalls are blue and have three stripes on each limb as a reminder of
three old guilds. The association’s logo can be found on the back: it shows a bourdon tube pressure
gauge measuring pressure, one of processes’ most important variables. Guild’s Fuksi Captains are
Laura and Valtteri.
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REGISTRATION
https://tinyurl.com/
Koelaulut2020S
MORE INFO

http://www.polyteknikkojenkuoro.fi/
kuoron-esittely/koelaulut/

DOMINANTE
A A LTO U N I V E R S I T Y ´ S M I X E D C H O I R
Founded in 1975, Aalto University’s mixed choir
Dominante is an active and ambitious ensemble
in the field of Finnish choral music.

More information on
www.dominante.fi

www.dominante.fi
#dominantechoir

NO BRAIN, NO GAIN!
Student-priced versatile sports ser vices near you!
KESKUSTA • KUMPULA • MEILAHTI • OTANIEMI • TÖÖLÖ • VIIKKI
At UniSport, you have access to five highquality gyms, almost 40 different group
exercise classes and opportunities for ball
sports training.
The first visit is free. Welcome!

UNISPORT.FI

Welcome
to TEK Community
Congratulations - you have made a great choice by choosing Aalto University as a place to study! You have awesome
years ahead. Take full advantage of your time the university
and enjoy especially the ”Teekkari community”!
Academic Engineers and Architects in Finland - TEK, founded 120 years
ago, is your professional organisation. There are about 72 000 of us.
As a student member you get nearly all membership benefits for free,
such as internship hunting advice, trainings, networking events,
salary counselling, employment counselling and multiple benefits and
discounts.
Read more and join us:

www.tek.fi/en/students

Best Regards,
Eero Järvinen
Student Liaison
eero.jarvinen@tek.fi
+358 45 111 4650
Susanna Karlqvist
Guild Contact Person
susanna.karlqvist@aalto.fi
+358 50 517 8212

36

Ps. Student membership
is free of charge!

Internationality
Aalto University is home to around 3000 international students, a number which is rapidly growing. As such, there are a several organisations that promote inter- nationality in the university
and operate in English. They offer an excellent opportunity to get involved with student culture,
bringing together students from Finland and abroad.
Aalto International
facebook.com/groups/AaltoInternational/

Aalto International Telegram group:
t.me/aaltointernational
The group is made for publicity and
discussion of activities and events
amongst the Aalto University student community.

Aalto International
TG group

ESN
ESN Aalto is the local section of ESN Finland and
ESN International. They arrange events mainly
for ex- change and international students at Aalto University, but everyone from Aalto is welcome
whether they are studying through Erasmus or
not.
More information:
Facebook: Facebook.com/EsnAaltoOfficial
Telegram: t-me/ESNAalto

Aalto International
FB group

BEST
(Board of European Students of Technology) is an organisation that works to provide
Europe-wide net- working and cooperation
opportunities to students of technology, promoting internationality and cultural exchange. BEST
Helsinki is the local section and organises a wide
range of social events in Otaniemi
in addition to international courses which draw
in students from all over Europe. Their members
include both Finnish and international students.
Everyone in Aalto is welcome to join them and
get involved!
More information:
Facebook: Facebook.com/BESTHelsinki
Telegram: t.me/BESTHelsinki
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Teekkari Culture
The Teekkari culture is a strong uniting force that brings together the students of Technology in Otaniemi and
beyond. At the heart of Teekkari culture are long standing traditions, a sense of belonging and an open and
welcoming community that accepts everyone just as they are.
There isn’t a single right way to become a Teekkari, it is an identity that is formed and developed throughout the
fuksi year by taking part in Teekkari related activities, be it through your guild, an association or student union.
The path to becoming a Teekkari is based on your own first-hand experience of the culture and there is no pressure to fit into a predefined role.
While Teekkari traditions play an important role and are still honoured in today’s Teekkari community, it is far
from stagnant and Teekkaris are always coming up with new fun and crazy things to do and incorporate into
their culture.
Your tutors, Fuksi Captains and other guild members will accompany you on your journey to becoming a Teekkari
and warmly welcome you into this enthusiastic and open-minded community.
Fuksi Points

Teekkari Cap (Teekkarilakki)

In order to receive your Teekkari Cap with the other
fuksis early in the morning of (the potential) Wappu-eve, you need to have shown throughout the year
that you are worthy of wearing it. This is achieved
by collecting fuksi points from various events. In
order to keep track of your fuksi points, you will
receive a card where the points are recorded.
The points are earned from different guild activities
- for example singing evenings, sports and culture
events, volunteering as a guild official, joining the
course committee and of course going to guild
parties. If all your free time is dedicated to your
hobbies, then it is also possible to collect fuksi points
from doing those through some other association.
As such, it should not be a hindrance to getting your
cap.

The Teekkari Cap is one of the most distinctive and
important marks of a Teekkari. It has been decorating
the heads of the Teekkaris for over a hundred years, a
sign of dignity and prestige.
Only Teekkaris are allowed to wear the cap, and even
they are only permitted to wear it during the summer
months (1st of May -30th of September), unless they
have been granted special permission. This also means
that fuksis do not wear the cap in their first year of
studies, instead, it remains as a goal to earn your cap
by collecting enough fuksi points.

The idea behind the fuksi points is to introduce you
to the Teekkari culture, its customs and traditions in
a fun and multifaceted way. The idea is not to force
you to attend every single party and drinking event,
but more to encourage you to try a range of different activities in Otaniemi and find the things that you
enjoy the most.
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The first time fuksis are allowed to put on their caps is
at midnight on the eve of (the potentially organized)
Wappu. This is a significant and ceremonial moment
which is shared with other fuksis and guild members.
When wearing the Teekkarilakki, you are representing
a large community and it should
be worn with the joy, dignity and decorum that are
befitting of it.

Teekkari Culture

Overalls of the Guild of
The Civil Engineers

Overalls
In addition to their tasseled caps, Teekkaris can also be recognised by their overalls. However, this isn’t
quite as straight forward, as other institutions of higher education also use overalls.
Overalls are worn on many occasions where Teekkaris are out and about in public. In other words, they
could loosely be described as a Teekkari’s uniform, however their main goal is to create a sense of
belonging and community.
Overalls are decorated with badges and other thingamajigs that one has been able to trade and
collect at student parties and other adventures. Almost every Otaniemi based association has their own
badge and many events also make badges for you to collect. Some people believe that the only true
way to obtain badges is by trading your own association’s (eg. guild’s) badges with others, in principle
however, you can collect your badges in any way you wish (except of course illegally).
Sewing badges on to your overalls is a good way of spending your free-time, especially if you team
up with other students and make an evening of it.
Otaniemi’s guilds each have their own, unique overalls, so it is possible to identify the student’s field of
studies by the colour of their overalls. It is also important to remember that when wearing your overalls,
you are representing all Teekkaris, so you should behave accordingly.
Our fuksis are amongst the first to receive their overalls - on the second day of the term.
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Teekkari Culture
Tempaus (Camaign)

Spex

Every now and then are arranged campaigns (Tempaus). Those purpose are to wake interest of a big
audience about some burning issue or common problem. Campaigns might be fund-raising for some good
cause. Campaigns are not protests but those are
made under team spirit. Campaigns are teekkaris way
to have impact on things.

Spex are interactive music and dance filled performances. The audience can at any point ask the
performers to replay a scene by shouting “Omsart!”.
You can also add an order after the call, for example
“Omstart, more German!”, to which the performers instantly have to recreate the scene whilst adding the
necessary injections of “Ach!”, “Ich komme!”, or other
such phrases. Each Spex performance is a fun and
unique experience.

So far the greatest campaign must be from year
1968 when Dipoli was finished. Campaign was kind
of removal campaign and it showed up as all kinds of
events that were arranged all around Helsinki.
Latest campaign was arranged 2016 when it was arranged to appreciate Finnish comprehensive school.

Wappu Magazines
Wappu magazines are one of the most well-known
manifestations of being a Teekkari outside of Otaniemi. There are two Wappu magazines that are
published in Otaniemi: Äpy in odd numbered years
and Julkku in even numbered years. The magazines
are published about a week before Wappu, after
which enthusiastic sales Teekkaris take to the streets of
the capital region to find the best spots for selling their
merchandise. You can also join in the most fun part of

Jäynä (Pranks)
Practical jokes are an integral part of Teekkari culture
and they can often be seen in Otaniemi’s daily life in the
form of humorous tricks and installations. An au- thentic
Teekkari Jäynä brings laughter to all involved parties by
clever means. A Jäynä is often topical and engaging. A
Jäynä should under no circumstances cause harm to anyone or anything, instead it should be an insightful prank
or practical joke that in the end makes even the target of
the joke laugh. It is always a good time to do a Jäynä.
The best Jäynä ideas are worth submitting to the Jäynä
competition the finals of which take place in the Spring’s
potential Wappu.
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Couple of Important Words

When there’s beginning a new chapter in your life, there’s a fine change
to observe action critically, whether it’s your own or community’s action.
There’s no complete community. There’ll always be a change to develop
community’s action, and for that development are required brave people.
It’s possible that you spot flaws or social evils in your own action, and it
might be hard to admit those. Sometimes you might spot social evils on
your friends action, when it’s easier just to ignore those. Sometimes flaws
are that big that those feel like impossible to fix.
Flaws don’t disappear by themselves. Each and every one of us can ensure
by our own action that there won’t exist or appear any kind of flaws in
Aalto University. No racism, no sexism, no sexual or any kind of harassment or no any kind of idiotic act at all. Teekkari Cap isn’t and won’t be
a headgear of a person that acts like that. Keep that in your mind while
collecting fuksi points.
Teekkari is known for it’s manners, but which kind?
- You’re having influence on that.
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ENGijENGi
The Computational Engineering programme belongs to the Aalto School of Engineering, which also includes the
bachelor programmes in Energy and Environmental Engineering, Mechanical and Civil Engineering as well as Built
Environment. The spirit of the Guilds of Mechanical Engineers and Surveying
Engineers align perfectly with that of our own guild. Together we form Aalto’s School of Engineering, ENG! It is
worth paying special attention to these overalls, as together with this group of people, we are going to make the
world a better place and spread the joy of ENG to the entire population of Otaniemi!

MK aka Guild of Surveying
Engineers
Major subjects:
Built Environment (RYM)
Intake:
55
Founded:
1901
Overalls:
Matte black with a fuschia sleeve and pocket
Fuksi Captain:
Aku
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IK aka Guild of Civil Engineers
Major Subjects:
Energy and Environmental Engineering (ENY) +
Computational engineering (CE)
Intake:
121 (ENY) + 30 (CE)
Founded:
1913
Overalls:
Builder’s blue with a green sleeve and pocket
Fuksi Captains:
Fanni & Sampo

KIK aka Guild of Mechanical
Engineers
Major Subjects:
MEchanical and Civil Engineering (KJR)
Intake:
179
Founded:
1915
Overalls:
Baby pink
Fuksi Captains:
Jenny & Nelli

Our Guild’s Events
The purpose of our guild is to advocate our students’ interests and organise activities that unite our stu- dents
and support their studies. We organise a wide range of events, from sitsit to sauna evenings and from sports
activities to study evenings. The idea is not to push everyone to do everything, but instead to offer something for
everyone. Here is a small taster for some of the guild’s better known events - keep your ears open, there will be
more information later.

Hermannisitsi aka IK’s Annual Ball
Annual Balls are academic festivities at their finest. They are the most distinguished of the
Teekkari celebrations, and here in Otaniemi all-out white tie events.
Annual Balls start with a cocktail reception, where in addition to punch, you can enjoy
the presentation of gifts from other guilds and associations showing their recognition. The
gifts are usually both large and impractical.
The main celebration begins after the cocktail party, where you can enjoy a three course
dinner with drinks. IK’s annual ball: Hermanninsitsit are traditionally
one of Otaniemi’s most song-filled Annual Balls. In connection with the meal, there is the
custom to sing about what is drunk and drink what is sung about. The singing is interspersed with a wide range of speeches. At the end of the main festivities and after the
traditional “vanhojen tanssit” (senior dance), the guests proceed on to the after party
and the most daring of those from there to the afterafter party. When the morning
dawns, the tired but cheerful partygoers are ferried to the Sillis (hangover brunch) which
is the honour of that year’s fuksisx to organise.
The Hermanninsitsit are celebrated each year on the Friday closest to the 11th of April.
The Hermanninsitsit (and our song book “Hermanni”) were named after the particularly
well-liked and highly regarded Professor called Herman Hannelius at the beginning of
the last century. The date of the Annual Ball is also determined by his birthday.
Sauna Evenings
Already tens of thousands of years ago, the primordial Teekkari refreshed
his mind and physical well-being on the benches of the sauna. These hot
traditions are still practiced by our guild. In addition to the Song and other
sauna evenings, sauna also makes for an outstanding afterparty.
You are sure to find your way to Otaniemi’s saunas: Rantasauna, Gorsu, Otakaari 20, Kattosauna, Avain-sauna and Ossinsauna.
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Our Guild’s Events
RILkamat

Sitsit

RILkamat is one of the Autumn’s most eagerly awaited events. It is
arranged entirely by that Autumn’s Raksa fuksis (lead by Course
Council) and an excellent opportunity to get to know more of your
classmates. The RILkamat usually have a different theme each year
and the idea is to dress up accordingly. Some examples of previous
themes include: heaven vs. hell, high society/scruffy and last year’s
theme: childhood dream jobs.
The fuksis also prepare their first ever Spex for the RILkamat. It is
easy to base the Spex on the theme of the evening, making the
whole event into a nice package, both for the older students and
especially for the organisers.

Sitsit are academic dinner parties, in which the celebrations are complemented
by good food, drinks and lots of singing. Sitsit are very common in Otaniemi
and are usually celebrated around a given theme, or just with style - but never
too seriously.
The dress code for Sitsit can vary from casual to white tie. In normal Sitsit, men
wear suits and women for example a cocktail dress or other appropriate clothes.
Annual balls are of course in a league of their own as far as glamour is concerned. For themed Sitsit, the dress code is much more relaxed, depending on
the theme of the evening.
Sitsit usually cost a little bit more than other events, but you definitely get your money’s worth, as Sitsit include, almost without
exception, a three course meal. Even more important than the food however, is the singing. When the Songmaster (lukkari)
strikes the gong to announce the start of the next song, the cutlery is put down and conversations are put on hold. During the
song and the speech that goes before, no one eats or speaks. A sign of a good Sitsit, is that there is no time to eat the food
warm. There are other customs that belong to Sitsit, but you will learn more about these during the Autumn’s sauna evenings
and of course at the Sitsit themselves.
The fuksis first Sitsit are the “Fuksi sitsit” which will take place on the 20.9 with your tutors and other members of the Guild
of Civil Engineers. Further Autumn Sitsit include at least the guild’s half-year ball: 1/2-Hermanni, the Fuksi Celebration Sitsit
which is held for every guilds’ fuksis and the MAIK Sitsit.
Although there are many rituals and customs that belong to Sitsit, there is no need to worry as there is plenty of time to learn
them all. Neither is a lack of singing skills something that should keep you from attending a Sitsit - Teekkaris sing rather than
well and there is always space next to the note!
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Our Guild’s Events
IK’s Pre-Christmas Party
IK’s pre-christmas party is celebrated towards the end
of the year. The event takes place in the evening of the
guild’s annual election. In addition to christmas por- ridge
(rice pudding) and Father Christmas, the evening programme has traditionally included confusing spec- tacles
from both the first and second year students. As with all
good parties, the pre-christmas party also has an after
party. Will the captain get any gifts this year?

Kotimaan Pitkä - KP
The KP excursion is one of the Spring’s most legendary
events. The name KP comes from the finnish “Kotimaan pitkä” which translates to “homeland’s long”. The participants
are chosen based on informal applications. The bus for this
trip to somewhere in Finland departs early in the morning
after the Kimble Cup. On the way, is the chance to get
to know plenty of companies from the field and usually
also other students from around the country. Many lose their
sense of time on this long “night between Tuesday and Friday”* and the weekend comes as quite a surprise.
* This is a reference to a popular Finnish song, “Madafakin Darra”, where the line “Tiistain ja sunnuntain välisen
yönä” appears. Literally translated, this means “the night
between Tuesday and Sunday”, but it has been modified
for the purpose of this text.
- If you are not familiar with the song, it is worth checking
out as you are sure to hear it at a number of student parties
in Otaniemi.

Norske Kimble Cup
At the dawn of Spring, the championship of the king of
games: Norske Kimble (Ludo) will take place. One of the
most fun childhood memories of the game, is the bubble in
the middle of the board where the dice are bounced. In this
version of Kimble there is indeed a bubble, but it will more
likely be on your forehead*, as the pawns are in fact beerfilled receptacles. The aim of the game is simply to make it
from the start to the finnish. However, on the way, the opponents may take out your pawns, in which case the affected
team has to drink the contents of the pawn in question. The
teams’ costumes bring colour to the game and the tournament is very interesting to watch.
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FUKSI! COME TO THE MAIK HEADSTART!
MAIK is a professional association that unites the guilds of Surveying Engineers, Architecture and
Civil Engineers and is worth joining right away! The goal of the association is to facilitate networking
between students from the different fields, even before transitioning to a professional setting. MAIK’s
operations are largely made up of the different events that it traditionally organizes each year, the
first of which is just around the corner.
Fuksi, come to MAIK’s Headstart! The Headstart takes place before the orientation week and is the
perfect way to kick-off your student life, as it gives you the opportunity to meet your new classmates
and start building friendships. In addition to the new students, you will also have the chance to meet
the board members of the participating guilds as well as their tutors and of course the board of
MAIK.
At the Headstart you will have the opportunity to experience the fun side of student life for the first
time in a relaxed summer cottage setting with food, drinks and good company. As a bonus, you will
already recognize some familiar faces at the orientation week. So come along with an open mind,
you will not regret it!
The board of MAIK will take the current coronavirus-situation into account while organizing the event
so that everyone will have a nice and safe time.
MAIK’s membership is completely free and you can join right away at www.maik.ayy.fi. You can also
follow the Headstart Facebook event through MAIK ry’s Facebook page. Follow MAIK also on Instagram @maik_yhdistys!
Markus Rauhanen
Chairman
MAIK ry
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WELCOME TO
MAIK - HEAD START

Transportation to and from the event will be provided from Otaniemi,
the bus leaves on Saturday and returns on Sunday.

WHAT: Having a great time with new friends and enjoying the Finnish
summer by chilling, going to sauna, eating and drinking!
WHERE: Kavalahden leirikeskus, Inkoo (approximately 1h drive away from Espoo)

WHEN:

Sat - Sun 22.-23.8.2020

HOW MUCH:

8€ for MAIK members, 10€ for others. Both prices include
bus rides, lodging, dinner and break- fast.
ENROLLMENT: on MAIK ry’s website or through the link in the
Facebook event.
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Opinnot
Studies
This section on studies, intended for students starting in 2020, will introduce you to the most important information systems, schedules and support services related to starting your studies and studying at Aalto University in
general.
What is my Bachelor’s Programme?

Orientation week

The Chemical Engineering, Computational Engineering,
Data Science, Digital Systems and Design and Quantum Technology majors are all part of Aalto University’s
English-medium Bachelor’s Programme in Science and
Technology, jointly organised by all four Aalto schools
of technology.

Your studies will begin with an orientation week, running from Monday 31 August to Friday 4 September
2020. Orientation week will give you additional information about your programme and about Aalto
University as an academic environment and student
life on campus. Orientation week gives you a chance
to get to know your new fellow students and the staff
of the programme. During the week, you will be assigned to a tutoring group to help you get off to a
good start with your studies. The orientation week
schedule will be published during the summer at:
https://into.aalto.fi/display/enbsctec h/Starting+your+studies.

The Chemical Engineering major is run by the School of
Chemical Engineering, Computational Engineering by
the School of Engineering, Data Science major by the
School of Science, Digital Systems and Design by the
School of Electrical Engineering and finally, the Quantum Technology major is run jointly by the schools of
Science and Electrical Engineering.
The contents of your studies depends on the major that
gained admission to. Students in all majors are required
to complete a 65-credit core curriculum, referred to
as basic studies, which focusses on mathematical and
computational methods. The degree programme also
includes 65 credits of studies towards the major, 20–25
credits of studies towards the minor and 25–30 credits
for electives. Once you have completed all these elements, you will be awarded a Bachelor of Science
(Technology) degree worth 180 credits.
IB Programmes:

The Chemical Engineering (PT)
Computational Engineering (IK)
Data Science (TiK)
Digital Systems and Design and Quantum Technology (AS)

IB Fuksi Captains (in picture):
From left, upper row:

Valtteri (PT) , Pinja (FK), Laura (PT), Verneri (AS)
From right, lower row:

Sampo (IK), Alena (TiK), Fanni (IK), Eki (FK)
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This year the orientation week will, for the most part,
be organised online.

Studies
Timetables of the academic year
The first courses will start on Monday, 7 September 2020. Teaching in the academic year 2020-2021 is divided
into five seven-week periods. The final week of each period is an evaluation week reserved for the finalisation of
coursework, presentation of course results and evaluation of student performance with various methods. Classes
may also be held during the final week.
In addition to the evaluation weeks, additional evaluation periods will be organised outside the teaching periods.
The teaching periods and evaluation periods:

Autumn term 2020
Teaching and evaluation periods 		

Time					

Week numbers

First evaluation period; orientation		
31 Aug – 4 Sep 2020			
36
Period I and evaluation week		
7 Sep – 23 Oct 2020			
37–43
Period II and evaluation week		
26 Oct – 11 Dec 2020			
44–50
Second evaluation period			14-18 Dec 2020				51
Spring term 2021
Teaching and evaluation periods 		

Time					

Week numbers

Period III and evaluation week		
Period IV and evaluation week		
Period V: multimodal period** 		

11 Jan – 26 Feb 2021			
1 Mar – 16 Apr 2021			
19 Apr – 4 Jun 2021			

2–8
9–15
16–22

** Multimodal periods are periods in which diverse forms of
teaching are implemented, for example:
•
•
•
•

Six weeks of teaching, including an
evaluation of learning
Intensive studies of varying lengths
A project course, beginning as contact teaching 		
and continuing as a summer project
Summer schools
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Studies
Timetable

Course registration policy

As a first-year student, or fuksi in Finnish, you will be provided with a model timetable (or recommended study
schedule) covering the courses that you are recommended
to take in the first academic year. You can find the timetable on the programme website before the start of the
academic year, and it will also be handed out to you on
one of your first days on the Otaniemi campus.

You need to register for each course you want to take.
This is usually done online using the student register WebOodi; any courses that require different registration
procedures will mention this on their course homepage
found on the MyCourses portal.
Once you have registered for a course, you are also
registered for any interim tests and for the final examination. Any different procedures are usually specified
at the start of the course in class and on the MyCourses
portal. If you are unable to attend an examination that
you have registered for, please be sure to cancel your
registration on WebOodi.
Each course is worth a specific number of credits, which
will be entered into your student register when you have
passed the course. By definition, 1 credit is equivalent to
26.7 hours of student work.

If you follow the model timetable, you will earn the recommended amount of 60 credits in your first year. The firstyear curriculum includes basic courses in programming,
mathematics, industrial engineering and management, as
well as a compulsory Introduction to Studies course and
language courses. You should be prepared to work hard
and invest time in your studies, because studying at the
university level is different from studying at upper secondary school and requires more independent work.

Mycourses.aalto.fi

Into

• Your one-stop site for all course descriptions and practical course-related information

Into is the Aalto student portal for information on studies,
university services and other matters relating to your
future alma mater. The site is also a central hub for
relaying Aalto news and current events information on to
students. To get into Into, go to
https://into.aalto.fi/display/en/.

• With MyCourses you can copy or print lecture slides,
practical training assignments, class handouts, etc. You
can also check out your examination scores.
• Teachers can use MyCourses to collect and evaluate
assignments online.

Links
• Contact information:
https://into.aalto.fi/display/enbsctech/Contact
• Aalto Bachelor’s Programme in Science and Technology:
https://into.aalto.fi/display/enbsctech
• Curriculum:
https://into.aalto.fi/display/enbsctech/Curriculum+2020-2022
• Into:
https://into.aalto.fi/
• MyCourses:
https://mycourses.aalto.fi/
• WebOodi:
https://oodi.aalto.fi/a/
• Examination archives:
http://www.tenttiarkisto.fi/ s
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Studies
Completing courses

Support and advice for studies

Course teaching methods vary and may include lectures,
math assignments and group exercises or projects. Generally speaking, the first lecture will cover all the practical matters needed to pass the course (registration,
examination, assignment, study material, course completion), so you have good reason to be there! Though lecture attendance is usually not compulsory, it is definitely
beneficial from a learning standpoint.
Many courses have assignments, and in some cases they
are compulsory. In other courses, you can do assigned
work for extra credit to supplement the total points received on interim tests and the final examination. Whatever the case, maths exercises are always important, because they give you the opportunity to apply what you
have learned in practice. In-class exercises in mathematics, called laskarit, include reviews of the subjects covered
in the lectures. The exercises are often given out online in
advance. In some courses, the maths exercises can also be
completed as online assignments.

Studying at university requires more independent work
than in high school or upper secondary school. As an
adult, you are expected to learn how to find the information you need on your own. Fortunately, there are many
sources of help available.
An academic advisor is assigned to every first-year
student for the duration of their bachelor’s studies, that
is, the first three years. Advisors arrange both group and
individual meetings with their students. Academic advisors
belong to the university’s research and teaching faculty,
usually as professors, associate professors or university
lecturers.
Academic advising is a form of guidance aimed at
developing the student’s own initiative and goal-setting,
and at giving students the chance to get to know at least
one academic staff member a bit better. During first-year
studies, academic advising is a part of the Introduction

As first-year students tend to take the same courses, why not make the most of it by studying together?
Many problems can be solved more easily by putting
your heads together with your fellow students. Studying together is also much more fun, and working in a
group can mean you’re less likely to go off on a tangent.

You can always turn to student services if you are unsure
about where to start or whom to ask about something.
The coordinator and planning officer of the programme,
as well as other student services staff will be happy to
help. Student services can assist you with matters involving:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

questions related to studies
approval of your personal study plan (HOPS)
graduating with a Bachelor or
Master of Science (Technology) degree
getting transcripts of records or certificates of
student status
registration for the academic year
tuition-fee payments
student exchange
transfer of credits

In fact, student services can assist you with almost anything related to your
studies, and if not, they can probably direct you to someone who can.
Student services for all majors of the Aalto Bachelor’s Programme in
Science and Technology are located in the Computer Science building, floor 1, corridor B. They can also be reached at bsc.tech@aalto.fi.
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Professional Subject Associations
Professional Subject Associations Often called “AA clubs” (short for ammatiainekerho not
anonymous alcoholics.. ), are associations for students who wish to deepen their connection
to a specific subject and companies from that field. The Guilds are relatively large organizations catering to everyone, but here you can connect with like minded people and go on
fascinating excursions. Of course, you are welcome to join several of them if you are interested! Most of the activities are in Finnish, but just ask and you are sure to get help.

LVI-club

Poligoni

Club for students interested in geoinformatics: poligoni.ayy.fi

Club for students interested in
architectural and energy engineering: lvi.ayy.fi

Akva

LVK-club

Club for students interested in
water and environmental engineering: akva.ayy.fi

Club for students interested
in energy engineering solutions: lvk.ayy.fi

MKR

Club for students interested
in geotechnical and rock engineering: mkr.ayy.fi
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Map of Otaniemi
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1. Undergraduate Centre, Main Building,
(Otakaari 1)
2. K1, Otakaari 4 (Konelafka)
3. A Block (Metro)
4. Harald Herlin-Learning Centre (Library)
5. T-house (T-Talo)
6. TUAS (TUAS-talo)
7. Dipoli
8. AYY-Service Point
Guild room!

entie

You can find student restaurant in marked places

9. TF
10. FSHS (Student Health Service)
11. Otahalli (Unisport)
12. Smökki (Servin mökki)
13. Rantsu
14. OK20 (Otakaari 20)
15. Ossi’s Sauna and Corner
16. Maarintalo
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LC-0001: Otaniemi- Finland
Here is a collection of some of the words that don’t necessarily carry much meaning outside of Otaniemi, but are
useful to know while you are studying/living here. Of course, you don’t have to remember all of these and can
always ask an older student if you are unsure of anything.
Aava: Aalto University Student Union’s Community
section, bringing all Aalto students together
A-bloc: small shopping centre above the Otaniemi
metro station
AK: Guild of Architects
Alvari: The square behind the main building (Undergraduate Centre); the cafeteria in Otakaari 1
Amfi: Amphitheatre outside the main building
AS: Guild of Automation and Systems Technology
Assari: Course assistant, often an older student
runs exercise sessions
Athene: The Guild of Information Networks Athene
AYY: The student union of Aalto University: oversees the interests of the students and organizes
events
DI: Master of Science in Technology
Dipoli: The main building of Aalto University, the
centre of administration
Domo: AYY’s student housing application system
ENG: Aalto University’s School of Engineering
Excu: A company visit in Finland or abroad
FK: The guild of Physics
FSHS: Finnish student health care service; YTHS in
Finnish
FTMK: The Fuksi Committee; a committee consisting of the Fuksi Captains of all the guilds and the
chairman of the committee, the Fuksi major
Fuksi: a first year technical student
Fresher: a first year Aalto University student
Fuksi Captain: Responsible for all fuksi of a guild,
knows everything
Gravitaatio: An event organized by AYY that takes
place the Tuesday of the Easter week
Guild: An association bringing together students
studying in the same field
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HOAS: Helsinki region student housing foundation
Hymni / Teekkarihymni: A traditional teekkari song
that is sung at midnight (see back)
IK: The Guild of Civil Engineers (your guild!)
Inkubio: Guild of Bioinformation Technology
JMT: Jämeräntaival; a street in Otaniemi with a lot of
student housing, the “party street”
Julkku: Wappu magazine that is published every
other year, all the even years
Jäynä: A friendly prank or practical joke that aims
to lift the spirits of everyone involved. Jäynä should
never be mean or leave a bad feeling
Keto or keskustoimisto: AYY Central Office, Otakaari 11
KIK: The Guild of Mechanical Engineers
Kilta: A guild
Kiltis: Guild room, a place for guild members to hang
out, drink coffee and play Playstation
KK: Chemistry Guild
Konelainen: A member of the Guild of Mechanical
Engineers
Kylteri: A business student
Lafka: A slang word for University building
Lakinlaskijaiset: A big event on the 30.9. where
teekkari caps are taken off for the winter
Laskarit: A study excercise
Lukkari: A song leader in sitsi. Tells bad jokes and
tries to stay in tune
Maari: A builduing in Otaniemi with computers, study
spaces etc. Open 24/7
Mittari: A member of the Guild of Surveying Engineers
MK: Guild of Surveying Engineers
MyCourses: An online system where you can follow
your studies and hand in assignements

LC-0001: Otaniemi- Finland
Niemi: Otaniemi; A headland in Finnish
Noppa: Study credit, a dice
OK: Otakaari, the road that goes through Otaniemi
OK20: Building on Otakaari, often used for parties,
Otakaari 20
Oltermanni: Guild’s connection to school’s staff and
departments; also cheese
Ossinlampi: Small pond in Otaniemi
Ossinlinna: Building in Otakaari 18, student residences
and a sauna owned by AYY
Overalls: Common attire for students, indicates the
guild or assosiation of the wearer
Palju: Hot tub, best place to be at a sillis
PJK: Forest Products Guild
Polyteekkarimuseo: Museum of teekkari culture
Prodeko: The Guild of Industrial Engineering and
Management
PT: Process technology students
Päälafka: Another name for the Undergraduate
Centre, Otakaari 1
Raksalainen: A member of the Guild of Civil Engineers
Rantsu: or Rantasauna, a Sauna on the sea shore
behind JMT
SIK: The Guild of Electrical Engineering
Sillis: Brunch event after a big party like annual ball,
usually lasts the whole day
Sitsit: Acedemic dinner party with three course
meal, drinks and singing
SMT: Servin Maijan tie, the other road in Otaniemi
Smökki: Servin Maijan mökki, a builduing at the beginning of JMT, a common place for events
Speksi: Interactive and humoristic musical made by
students
Teekkari: Student of technology who has studied for
at least one year and has the right to wear the cap

Teekkarijaosto (TJ): Teekkari Section; a section of
AYY, the highest authority when it comes to all things
teekkari
Teekkarikylä: Teekkari village; home to many students
Teekkarilakki: Teekkari cap TEK Union of Engineers
Telegram: Instant messaging app widely used in
Otaniemi, without it life in Aalto could be hard
Tempaus: Major event that aims to direct the attention of the public to a chosen aspect of the society
Teknologföreningen (TF): the Swedish speaking
nation of Aalto
TiK: the Guild of Computer Science
Täffä: A builduing and cafeteria ownd by TF, serves
spaghetti on Wednesdays
Tupsufuksi: First year student who has earned and
received their teekkari cap
Ullis / Ullanlinnänmäki: a part of Kaivopuisto where
students gather to celebrate on the 1st of May
VK: the Guild of Materials and Metallurgy Students
Väre: A New builduing for ARTS located above the
metro sation
Wappu: A Teekkari’s Christmas, New Year and
Birthay combined, organized if the Fuksi Major so
allows
WebOodi: Online system for enrolling in
classes and exams and cheking your grades
Äpy: Wappu publication published
every other year, the uneven years
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Survival Guide
Moving to a new place and getting all of the practical matters sorted can be quite a daunting task, let
alone figuring out what services are available and where to find them all. Here is a quick survival guide
for moving to Otaniemi and an overview of some of the services that you can make use of!
Housing

Still need to find a student apartment? Try HOAS, the Foundation for Student Housing in
the Helsinki Region: hoas.fi and/or AYY Aalto University Student Union’s housing: domo.
ayy.fi. You can also try to find an apartment from the private sector.

domo.ayy.fi
hoas.fi
Telegram is an instant messaging service (like Whatsapp) and is the prefered means of communica- tion in Otaniemi because it can host large chat groups and has many other useful features. We
strongly recommend that you install Telegram to join the important chat groups in Otaniemi. You
can ask others to add you to groups or join open groups by searching for them in the Telegram
app. Under are listed some good groups:
Otaniemi buy/sell:
t.me/aaltomarketplace
Telegram chat for selling and buying used furniture and other stuff in Otaniemi.

#otaniemi:
t.me/otaniemi
General open chat for discussing anything and everything concerning Otaniemi. Lots of useful stuff and a
lot of spam.

Giving away free stuff - Otaniemi:
t.me/annetaantavaraa
People giving away the stuff they don’t need anymore.useful stuff and a lot of spam.

Food Giveaway - Otaniemi:
t.me/foodl123
Telegram chat for food giveaways in Otaniemi.

The Helsinki region has a very good public transport network, you can easily get from place to
place by bus, train, metro or tram in the Helsinki metropolitan area (Helsinki, Espoo, Vantaa and
Kauniainen). To get a student discount you need a travel card called “matkakortti”. You can read
more about transport in the Helsinki region (prices, information etc.) at:
www.hsl.fi /en
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Survival Guide
Facebook is used mainly as an ’event advertiser’. You’ll find on Facebook almost every event
that is arranged in Otaniemi, and becasue of that it’s suggested to use Facebook. On the
other hand you might hear about events from other sources as well :)
facebook.com/groups/AYYEvents/
There are also other groups on Facebook, e.g.
Aalto International
facebook.com/groups/AaltoInternational/

AYY Housing
facebook.com/AYYHousing/

It is advisable to activate your Aalto-username during summer. By doing that you’ll get also
your own aalto.fi - email as well. Aalto-email is important source of information since you’ll
get university’s newsletters, courses’ information and Fuksi Captains rattles by that. You’ll get
also information during courses by email, e.g. in case timetables change.
You should start to use aalto-email from the very beginning, and in case you’ll end up using
another email instead of aalto-email, remember to activate it at:

password.aalto.fi
There are many restaurants in Otaniemi which offer lunch at student friendly prices. You can
see the weelky menus of all the restaurants at: kantiinit.fi
There are many restaurants in Otaniemi which offer lunch at student friendly prices. You can
see the weelky menus of all the restaurants at:

kanttiinit.fi
You can exercise on campus with Unisport. They
offer both gym practise and group training at student friendly prices. You can also join our
ENG teams in the available ball game series or register your own team.

https://unisport.fi /
Members of AYY are entitled to a student card, which gives you many discounts and other
benefits. The dig- ital student card is free.
Application and information:

frank.fi /en
Kampus is huge and it’s easy to get lost in different departments. Luckily there’s an app,
Aalto Space, which helps you to find the right place. You can also reserve some places by
that app. You can also find browser versio here:

https://booking.aalto.fi/aaltospace/
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Orientation Week
MONDAY 31.8.
9.00 - 12.00

Enrolment, get certificate of attendance, travel discount documents etc. with tutors

12.00 -13.00

Welcome to Aalto University! Vice president of Aalto

13.00 - 15.00

Teekkarielämää / Teekkari Life

18.00 ›››

Guild’s get-together and sauna evening

TUESDAY 1.9.
10.15 - 11.00
11.15 - 12.15
13.00 - 15.00
15.00 ›››

How to network
Harald Herlin Learning Centre
Receiving overalls and overall games with guild
Aalto Afterparty

WEDNESDAY 2.9.
10.00 - 12.00

Programme and major specific orientation

12.00 - 13.30

Get-together lunch with fellow students etc.

13.30 - 15.00

Enrolment for Courses

17.00 ›››

Ota Orienteering

THURSDAY 3.9.
9.00 - 12.00

Aalto Services Fair

11.00 - 12.00

Ruokailu ja kiertelyä ISOjen kanssa

12.00 - 14.00

Get-together lunch with fellow students

14.15 - 16.00

Intercultural communication for English-speaking
Bachelor students

17.00 ›››

Hang out evening with your freshmen groups

FRIDAY 3.9.

No daytime programme

16.00 ›››

Raksa Rock and Kaukkarit

For Orientation Week it’s suggested to bring following things with you: some cash, student card and good
vibe! :)
*Because of the korona pandemia dates might change or events might be cancelled, please follow your e-mail so you’ll get updated
information.

FOLLOW GUILD ON SOCIAL MEDIA!
@ rakennusinsinoorikilta
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www.rakennusinsinöörikilta.fi

IK - Rakennusinsinöörikilta

Checklist
Enrol as attending
Reply to email from tutors
Set up Aalto IT account: salasana.aalto.fi.
Pay AYY and IK’s membership fees

Join IK fuksis 2020
Facebook group

Get apartment!! See page 52. Emergency accommodation is available in Otaniemi.
Order Student card www.myfrank.fi
Get HSL travel card and register your student discount
Arrive on time on Monday 31.8, the whole week is full of useful and fun events!
If you can’t make it, send message to your fuksi captains (contact details on p. 4)!
Come to the MAIK Head Start! (see pages 26-27)
Read this guide carefully
Download Telegram and join the course chat: tinyurl.com/ CompEng20
Add your Fuksi Captains on Facebook and on Intagram :)

Join IK fuksis 2020
Telegram group

Save the dates!
AUGUST
22.-23.8.
31.8.

OCTOBER
MAIK-head start
4.10.
Get-together & Sauna evening
9.10.
27.10.
SEPTEMBER
28.-30.10.
1.9.
Aalto-party
2.9.
Ota Orienteering
3.9.
Fuksir group hang out
NOVEMBER
4.9.
Kaukkarit
11.11.
8.9.
Helsinki Orienteering
15.11.
10.9.
LVK & LVI Energy sauna
29.11.-1.12.
18.9.
20.9.

CC-Elections & Sitsi lesson
Fuksi Sitsit

22.9.
24.9.
28.9.
30.9.

LettuCUP
RIL-youngs’ gaala
Fuksi Excursion
Otatarha race & Lakinlaskijaiset

DECEMBER
9.12.
18.12.

Fuksiaiset
107. Hermanni
RILkamat
KPP Excursion

ENGvestigations
Guild Elections & Pre-Christmas
5 Guild Cruise

Gingerbread Element
Pre-Christmas Sitsit

*Because of the korona pandemia dates might change or events might be
cancelled
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